
Ancient Woodland Inventory: Survey Form

UID:Time spent on site: Date:

Wood:

Recorder:

Do you conclude that this site  
is ancient woodland? Y/N

Site description Age structure, composition of vegetation layers, mosses/lichens, dead wood, topography, microtopography etc

Type of Survey

  From footpath
  Full access
  Partial access
  Off-site rapid assessment
  Other (specify below)

Linear features	 Comments Dimensions, symmetrical/asymmetrical, sinuous/
straight, please annotate map provided

	 Internal	 Boundary
Bank	 	
Ditch	 	
Bank & Ditch	 	
Track	 	
Other	 	

Management

  High Forest
  Coppice
  Coppice with Standards
  Plantation
  Broadleaf
  Conifer
  Felled
  Planting
  Other (specify below)

Comments Archaeological

  Pit/hollow (wet)
  Pit/hollow (dry)
  Sawpit
  Charcoal hearth
  Mound
  Buildings
  Quarry
  Bridge
  Other (specify below)

Comments  
Dimensions, shape, relation 
to other features such as 
boundaries/living features

Influences

  Grazing
  Browsing
  Poaching
  Gardenisation
  Garden Waste
  Garden planting
  Rubbish
  Rubble
  Recreation
  Human disturbance
  Pheasant rearing/shooting
  Invasive species
  Other (specify below)

Comments  
Details, extent

Living features

  Trees
  Pollards (>3m)
  Stubs (~1m)
  Stools (<0.5m)
  Outgrown hedges
  Notable trees

Comments  
Species, size, veteran or ancient 
tree etc, relation to other 
features such as boundaries, 
estimate/measure coppice 
stool diameter. Describe 
standards and understorey e.g. 
Oak and Ash standards with 
Hazel understorey

Please note that by submitting records to SBIS you are agreeing that we may share your records with other organisations and users 
for the benefit of the conservation and understanding of species and habitats, not just in Suffolk, but in the wider context of the UK.



Suffolk Biodiversity Information Service, The Hold, 131 Fore St, Ipswich IP4 1LR
www.suffolkbis.org.uk

Please record using D, A, F or O (descriptions below) to indicate presence of each indicator species.  
 
Value Definition % Cover
D - Dominant A single species which prevails over other species in terms of the ground cover of a stand of a particular habitat 50-100%
A - Abundant Found regularly throughout a stand of a particular habitat and contributing significantly to the ground cover of that 

stand
30-50%

F - Frequent Scattered plants or small clumps of plants found regularly throughout a stand (found on at least one in every three 
footfalls when walking through vegetation) and making a modest contribution to the ground cover of that stand

15-30%

O - Occasional Scattered plants found on less than one in three footfalls and generally not making a contribution to the ground 
cover of that stand

5-15%

Presence Presence
Common species D A F O Common Species D F A O
Adoxa moschatellina Moschatel  Paris quadrifolia Herb Paris
Agrimonia procera Fragrant Agrimony Platanthera chlorantha Greater Butterfly-orchid   
Ajuga reptans Bugle  Polypodium vulgare agg. Polypody
Allium ursinum Ramsons  Polystichum aculeatum Hard Shield-fern
Anemone nemorosa Wood anemone Polystichum setiferum Soft Shield-fern
Athyrium filix-femina Lady-fern Potentilla sterilis Barren strawberry
Campanula trachelium Nettle-leaved Bellflower Primula elatior Oxlip  
Carex pallescens Pale Sedge Primula vulgaris Primrose
Carex pendula Pendulous Sedge Prunus avium Wild Cherry
Carex pseudocyperus Cyperus Sedge Ranunculus auricomus Goldilocks buttercup  
Carex sylvatica Wood-sedge Rhamnus cathartica Buckthorn
Carpinus betulus Hornbeam Rosa arvensis Field Rose
Chrysosplenium oppositifolium Opposite-leaved Golden Saxifrage Ruscus aculeatus Butcher’s broom  
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter’s-nightshade Sanicula europaea Sanicle
Clematis vitalba Traveller’s Joy Sedum telephium Orpine  
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood Sorbus aucuparia Rowan  
Crataegus laevigata Midland Hawthorn  Sorbus torminalis Wild Service-tree  
Dactylorhiza fuchsii Common Spotted-orchid Stachys officinalis Betony
Daphne laureola Spurge-laurel Stellaria neglecta Greater Chickweed   
Dipsacus pilosus Small Teasel Tilia cordata Small-leaved Lime
Dryopteris carthusiana Narrow Buckler-fern Veronica montana Wood speedwell
Epipactis helleborine Broad-leaved Helleborine Viburnum lantana Wayfaring-tree
Euonymus europaeus Spindle tree Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose
Euphorbia amygdaloides Wood Spurge Viloa odorata Sweet Violet
Fragaria vesca Wild Strawberry Viola reichenbachiana Early Dog-violet
Frangula alnus Alder Buckthorn Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet
Galium odoratum Woodruff Scarce Species D F A O
Geum rivale Water Avens   Blechnum spicant Hard Fern

Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell Campanula latifolia Giant Bellflower
Hypericum hirsutum Hairy St. John’s-wort   Carex strigosa Thin-spiked Wood-sedge
Iris foetidissima Stinking iris Chrysosplenium alternifolium Alternate-leaved 

Golden SaxifrageLamiastrum galeobdolon Yellow Archangel
Listera ovata Common Twayblade Convallaria majalis Lily of the Valley
Lithospermum officinale Common Gromwell Epipactis purpurata Violet Helleborine
Luzula pilosa Hairy Wood-rush Gagea lutea Yellow Star-of-Bethlehem
Lysimachia nemorum Yellow pimpernel Helleborus viridis Green Hellebore
Lysimachia nummularia Creeping-Jenny Hordelymus europaeus Wood Barley
Malus sylvestris Crab apple Luzula sylvatica Great Wood-rush
Melica uniflora Wood Melick Melampyrum pratense Common Cow-wheat
Mercurialis perennis Dog’s mercury Narcissus pseudonarcissus Daffodil
Milium effusum Wood Millet Neottia nidus-avis Bird’s-nest Orchid
Myosotis sylvatica Wood Forget-me-not Pimpinella major Greater Burnet-saxifrage
Orchis mascula Early Purple Orchid Quercus petraea Sessile Oak
Oxalis acetosella Wood-sorrel Scirpus sylvaticus Wood Club-rush

Species Recording Form


